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Welcome to the first newsletter edition for African women entrepreneurs, 
p roduc ed by EKOWISA and sponsored by UNIFEM!! This is hopefully the 
beg inning of an exc iting and resourc eful series of quarterly newsletters 
intended to provide vital information to business women in Africa.  

News  

ILO, AFDB strengthen support for women-run businesses in Africa  
Tuesday 29 November 2005  

ADDIS ABABA (ILO News) - Afric an women entrepreneurs a re p laying an 
ever-inc reasing role in Afric an ec onomies and will rec eive new support 
from the Interna tiona l Labour Organiza tion (ILO) and the Afric an 
Development Bank, the two organiza tions have announc ed here.   

The ILO and the AfDB have jointly launc hed a series of reports (Note 1) 
g iving c onc rete rec ommenda tions for ac tion to support g rowth-oriented 
women entrepreneurs (GOWE) in Ethiop ia , Kenya , Tanzania and Uganda . 
The reports were to be p resented this week a t a series of workshops 
beg inning in Na irob i, Kenya , on 28 November, in Add is Ababa , Ethiop ia 
on 30 November and in Kampa la , Uganda , on 2 Dec ember.   

Based on observa tions, ana lysis and find ings from field visits, the report 
"Support for Growth-Oriented Women Entrepreneurs" c a lls for 
development polic ies tha t c an c ontribute effec tively to women's 
entrepreneurship in the three East-African countries.  

For more on this please visit  
http://www.ilo.org/public/english/bureau/inf/pr/2005/ilo_afdb.htm

  

ZimTrade attains ISO certificate    

In an endeavor to keep abreast with the c hanging world trends in qua lity 
Assuranc e systems, ZimTrade a fter undergoing upgrad ing has rec ently 
been c ertified under the new SAZ ISO 9001:2000 series.  Ac c red ita tion to 



this new Qua lity Assuranc e System supports the organiza tion to a rtic ula te 
the c urrent trends pa rtic ula rly in the p rovision of high qua lity servic e 
delivery to its va lued c ustomers. The new c ertific a tion further strengthens 
ZimTrade ab ility to improve its servic es and servic e delivery whilst 
observing ethic a l business p rac tic es.  To this end , Zimtrade rema ins 
c ommitted to observe stric t c ustomer c onfidentia lity and c ommunic a tes 
effectively with all stakeholders on trade and trade related issues.   

As the Na tiona l Trade Development and Promotion Organization, 
Zimtrade is expec ted to c orrec tly advic e Zimbabwean exporting 
c ompanies on the importanc e of adop ting c urrent qua lity assuranc e 
trends on the interna tiona l markets.  The a tta inment of ISO c ertific a tion is 
one definite stra tegy of addressing the adverse impac t of qua lity related 
non ta riff ba rriers as the holder has a c ommon qua lity basis to build 
c onfidenc e espec ia lly on c ustomers who believe in the importanc e of 
quality assurance in the acquired goods and services.  

What’s New on our Website!  

1. Five new fac t sheets tha t exp la in key issues for women in business. 
The five fac t sheets c over the following top ic s; g loba liza tion and 
trade, e-c ommerc e, running a business, ana lyzing business financ es 
and macroeconomic policy;  

2. Links to and c ontac ts of useful organiza tions whic h women 
entrepreneurs c an contact and get vita l information on trade, 
economic issues, and microfinance and business management; 

3. Online c ha t forum where women entrepreneurs from the reg ion a re 
discussing business related issues; 

4. An events c a lendar whic h deta ils workshops, exhib itions and trade 
missions in Africa and around the world. 

For all this and more please visit www.ekowisa.org.zw

  

Profile of the Month  

This month’s p rofile is about Mrs E. Chakudunga ’s Manyame Women in 
Construction. The organisa tion was formed in 1993 with the purpose of 
engaging in c onstruc tion and p roduc tion of build ing materia ls. To da te 
the organisa tion has lived up to its expec ta tions. Manyame Women in 
Construction employees around 36 - 50 employees at any given time   

Materials/Products Produced 

 

The organisa tion is engaged in p roduc tion of roof tiles and b ric ks. The 
entity is a lso p rinc ipa lly involved in c onstruc tion of residentia l and 
c ommerc ia l p roperties. To da te the organisa tion has worked on c ontrac ts 

http://www.ekowisa.org.zw


tendered by the City of Hara re. It has insta lled tower lights in Hara re 
suburbs of Bud iriro, Glen View, Sunningda le, Coroughbrough North and 
Highfields. It a lso c onstruc ted the residentia l loc a tion of Manyame, near 
Manyame Airbase in Hara re. Currently the organisa tion is working to get 
new ground to develop urban houses in and a round Hara re and 
Chitungwiza.   

Membership to Professional Organisation(s) 

 

The organisa tion is a member of the Women in Business Zimbabwe and 
the Women In Construction Zimbabwe.  

Information and Communication Technologies Used By the Organisation 

 

The organisa tion uses c omputers, telephones and c ellphones as their ICT 
tools package.   

Contact Details

 

Postal Address: P. O .Box 42 Chitungwiza  
Physical Address: Near Makoni Shopping Center, Chitungwiza, Zimbabwe  
Telephone: 263 11 731 566  
E-mail: echakudunga@yahoo.com

   

Women Entrepreneurs Speak Out!  

Women entrepreneurs a re d isc ussing key business issues via , workshops, e-
mail and our website. Here are selected quotes from some women:  

On Using Information Technology

 

“ The prob lem is tha t we now know tha t the Internet is rea lly c ruc ia l for 
business opportunities but we still need more skills on the use of c omputers 
and the area of e-commerce.” Mrs Chakudunga, Manyame Construction  

A Lesotho pa rtic ipant a t a workshop had this to say, “ I do a lot of business 
between Lesotho and Botswana and I spent a lot of money on a irfa res 
and hotel b ills. I am going to use e-c ommerc e from now onwards. I never 
new there was so muc h information on the internet in my buying and 
reselling business.”  

On Accessing Loans 
“ I have estab lished a sma ll venture whic h dea ls in Desktop pub lishing  
(typesetting and sec reta ria l servic es). Currently I am running the 
business pa rt-time. I need to d iversify and go into web designing and 
system design where my ma jor strength as I am an ICT person. 
I need tra ining on how to hand le the business and advic e on how I c an 
ac c ess loans. I know there a re a lot of lad ies out there who have b rilliant 



ideas but they do not know how to imp lement them. I think this forum will 
go a long way in helping such”. Mrs Judith Magadzire  

Events Calendar  

Here a re key events from the month of April onwards tha t you might be 
interested in: 

 

Zimbabwe Trade 
Exhibitions  

    

 A'sambeni – Africa Tour 
and Travel Expo   

 Bulawayo   27 April - 1 May; Contact Tel: 263-
9-884911  

 Zimbabwe 
International Trade Fair  

 

 Bulawayo   25 April - 29 April 2006; Contact 
Tel: 263-9-884911  

 PAKPRINT    Bulawayo   27 April - 1 May; Contact Tel: 263-
9-884911  

Regional Trade Fairs 
2006  

    

 Dubai   Dubai International Wood & 
Wood Machinery Show  

 10 - 12 April  

 Egypt   Wood World   20 - 23 April  
 Egypt   Foodtech Cairo   25 - 28 May  
 Kenya   Travel & Tourism   21 - 24 April  

 Kenya   Food & Pack   21 - 24 April  

 Kenya   Building & Construction   21 - 24 April  

 Libya   Libya Build Expo   8 - 12 May  
 Madagascar   Madagascar Trade Fair   10 - 15 September  

 Malawi   Malawi International Trade Fair 
Blantyre  

 6 - 9 May  

 Namibia   Holiday and Travel Windhoek   13 - 15 May  
 South Africa   The Rand Show Johannesburg   6 - 8 May  

 

South Africa   International Franchise Expo 
Johannesburg  

 8 - 11 May  

 South Africa   SAITEX - Midrand   2 - 18 April  
 South Africa   Auto Africa Jo-burg   25 - 31 Oct  
 South Africa   Durban Motor Show Durban   5 - 7 November  

 Swaziland   Swaziland International Trade 
Fair Manzini,  

 August – Sept  

 Tanzania   Tanzania International Trade 
Exhibition  

 21 - 24 April  

Export Marketing 
Training Programme

 

ZIMTRADE April 

  

For your feedback and queries please contact Margaret Zunguze on 
margaret@ekowisa.org.zw,

 

info@ekowisa.org.zw.  Tel: 04-492789    
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