
  
December 2006 
Welcome to the second newsletter edition for African women 
entrepreneurs, p roduc ed by EKOWISA and sponsored by UNIFEM!! This is 
hopefully the beg inning of an exc iting and resourc eful series of quarterly 
newsletters intended to p rovide vita l information to business women in 
Africa.  

News  

Five Billion Dollar Facility for Women’s Projects in Zimbabwe 
The Ministry of Women’s Affa irs, Gender and Community Development 
has succesfully negotiated for ZWD 5 Billion Dollars to be set aside from the 
ZWD 16 Billion Dolla rs of the SME development fund . The 5 Billion dolla rs is 
for women’ p rojec ts and will be d istributed through c ommerc ia l banks 
and mic rofinanc e institutions inc lud ing SEDCO, Pundutso, Zambuko, 
Microking, P.O.S.B and CBZ.  

However most women entrepreneurs still have reserva tions on the new 5 
Billion Dolla rs fac ility espec ia lly c onc erning c olla tera l and other d iffic ulties 
fac ed in ac c essing loans. Severa l women (members of Southern Afric a 
Da tabase for Women Entrepreneurs, SADWE) notab ly, Ms Netsayi 
Dzinoreva, Ms Elizabeth Vela, Ms Fatiness Zirota and Ms Miriam Muregerera 
had tried ac c essing this fac ility to no suc c ess due to the restric tive 
requirements from the microfinance institutions which include:  

1. guarantee/surety equivalent to 115% of loan (SEDCO) 
2. requirement to work from a c ity c ounc il designa ted a rea - posing a 

challenge for women entrepreneurs working from home  

The SADWE initia tive intends to engage the relevant polic ymakers 
particularly Ministry of Women’s Affa irs, Gender and Community 
Development and Ministry of Sma ll and Med ium Enterp rises Development 
in addressing these concerns.  

ILO, AFDB strengthen support for women-run businesses in Africa  
Tuesday 29 November 2005 
ADDIS ABABA (ILO News) - Afric an women entrepreneurs a re p laying an 
ever-inc reasing role in Afric an ec onomies and will rec eive new support 
from the Interna tiona l Labour Organiza tion (ILO) and the Afric an 
Development Bank, the two organiza tions have announc ed here.   

The ILO and the AfDB have jointly launc hed a series of reports (Note 1) 



giving c onc rete rec ommenda tions for ac tion to support g rowth-oriented 
women entrepreneurs (GOWE) in Ethiop ia , Kenya , Tanzania and Uganda . 
The reports were to be p resented this week a t a series of workshops 
beg inning in Na irob i, Kenya , on 28 November, in Add is Ababa , Ethiop ia 
on 30 November and in Kampa la , Uganda , on 2 Dec ember.   

Based on observa tions, ana lysis and find ings from field visits, the report 
"Support for Growth-Oriented Women Entrepreneurs" c a lls for 
development polic ies tha t c an c ontribute effec tively to women's 
entrepreneurship in the three East-African countries.  

For more on this please visit  
http://www.ilo.org/public/english/bureau/inf/pr/2005/ilo_afdb.htm

  

ZimTrade attains ISO certificate   
In an endeavor to keep abreast with the c hanging world trends in qua lity 

Assuranc e systems, ZimTrade a fter undergoing upgrad ing has rec ently 
been c ertified under the new SAZ ISO 9001:2000 series.  Ac c red ita tion to 
this new Qua lity Assuranc e System supports the organiza tion to a rtic ula te 
the c urrent trends pa rtic ula rly in the p rovision of high qua lity servic e 
delivery to its va lued c ustomers. The new c ertific a tion further strengthens 
ZimTrade ab ility to improve its servic es and servic e delivery whilst 
observing ethic a l business p rac tic es.  To this end , Zimtrade rema ins 
c ommitted to observe stric t c ustomer c onfidentia lity and c ommunic a tes 
effectively with all stakeholders on trade and trade related issues.   

As the Na tiona l Trade Development and Promotion Organization, 
Zimtrade is expec ted to c orrec tly advic e Zimbabwean exporting 
c ompanies on the importanc e of adop ting c urrent qua lity assuranc e 
trends on the interna tiona l markets.  The a tta inment of ISO c ertific a tion is 
one definite stra tegy of addressing the adverse impac t of qua lity related 
non ta riff ba rriers as the holder has a c ommon qua lity basis to build 
confidenc e espec ia lly on c ustomers who believe in the importanc e of 
quality assurance in the acquired goods and services.  

What’s New on our Website! 
1. Five new fac t sheets tha t exp la in key issues for women in business. 

The five fac t sheets c over the following top ics; g loba liza tion and 
trade, e-c ommerc e, running a business, ana lyzing business financ es 
and macroeconomic policy;  

2. Links to and c ontac ts of useful organiza tions whic h women 
entrepreneurs c an contact and get vita l information on trade, 
economic issues, and microfinance and business management; 

3. Online c ha t forum where women entrepreneurs from the reg ion a re 
discussing business related issues; 

4. An events c a lendar whic h deta ils workshops, exhib itions and trade 
missions in Africa and around the world. 

http://www.ilo.org/public/english/bureau/inf/pr/2005/ilo_afdb.htm


 
For all this and more please visit www.ekowisa.org.zw

  
Profile of the Month 
This month’s p rofile is about Mrs. E. Chakudunga ’s Manyame Women in 
Construction. The organisa tion was formed in 1993 with the purpose of 
engaging in c onstruc tion and p roduc tion of build ing materia ls. To da te 
the organisa tion has lived up to its expec ta tions. Manyame Women in 
Construction employees around 36 - 50 employees at any given time   

Materials/Products Produced 

 

The organisa tion is engaged in p roduc tion of roof tiles and b ric ks. The 
entity is a lso p rinc ipa lly involved in c onstruc tion of residentia l and 
c ommerc ia l p roperties. To da te the organisa tion has worked on c ontrac ts 
tendered by the City of Hara re. It has insta lled tower lights in Harare 
suburbs of Bud iriro, Glen View, Sunningda le, Croughbrough North and 
Highfields. It a lso c onstruc ted the residentia l loc a tion of Manyame, near 
Manyame Airbase in Hara re. Currently the organisa tion is working to get 
new ground to develop urban houses in and a round Hara re and 
Chitungwiza.   

Membership to Professional Organisation(s) 

 

The organisa tion is a member of the Women in Business Zimbabwe and 
the Women In Construction Zimbabwe.  

Information and Communication Technologies Used By the Organisation 

 

The organisa tion uses c omputers, telephones and c ellphones as their ICT 
tools package.   

Contact Details

 

Postal Address: P. O .Box 42 Chitungwiza  
Physical Address: Near Makoni Shopping Centre, Chitungwiza, Zimbabwe  
Telephone: 263 11 731 566  
E-mail: echakudunga@yahoo.com

   

Women Entrepreneurs Speak Out! 
Women entrepreneurs a re d isc ussing key business issues via , workshops, e-
mail and our website. Here are selected quotes from some women:  

On Using Information Technology 
“ The p rob lem is tha t we now know tha t the Internet is rea lly c ruc ia l for 
business opportunities but we still need more skills on the use of c omputers 
and the area of e-commerce.” Mrs Chakudunga, Manyame Construction  

A Lesotho pa rtic ipant a t a women entrepreneurs’ workshop had this to 
say, “ I do a lot of business between Lesotho and Botswana and I spent a 
lot of money on a irfa res and hotel b ills. I am going to use e-commerce 

http://www.ekowisa.org.zw


from now onwards. I never new there was so muc h information on the 
internet in my buying and reselling business.”  

On Accessing Loans 
“ I have estab lished a sma ll venture whic h dea ls in Desktop pub lishing  
(typesetting and sec reta ria l servic es). Currently I am running the 
business pa rt-time. I need to d iversify and go into web designing and 
system design where my ma jor strength as I am an ICT person. 
I need tra ining on how to hand le the business and advic e on how I c an 
ac c ess loans. I know there a re a lot of lad ies out there who have b rilliant 
ideas but they do not know how to imp lement them. I think this forum will 
go a long way in helping such”. Mrs Judith Magadzire  

Useful Websites –A Must See!!! 
Organization   Website   Region  

 

Information and Services 
available  

 Rural Unity of 
Development 
Organization  

 www.rudocraft.co.zw 

 

 Zimbabwe  Assist p roduc ers in develop ing a 
b roader va riety of market d riven 
p roduc ts; p rovide assistanc e to the 
p roduc ers in the fields of p ric ing and 
advertising through internet, 
b roc hures and trade fa irs; build the 
c apac ity of p roduc er groups to run 
viab le c ra ft enterp rises, enhanc ed 
c apac ity to manage loc a l and 
export trade; by means of tra ining in 
c ontrac t management and exposure 
visits to market opportunities. Provide 
tra ining in self emp loyment ac tivities 
and a lso p rovide loans to kic k sta rt 
projects. 

 ASAFE   
http://www.asafe.org/hot

e_eng.php 

 

 West, Central 
and Southern 

Africa   

Tra ining in business, g ive financ ia l 
support in the form of sma ll loans, 
operate savings program  

 Find A Business   www.findabusiness.co.zw 

 

 Zimbabwe   Use this website to loc a te other 
businesses ac ross a ll sec tors of the 
economy  

 Export Processing 
Zone Authority  

 www.epz.co.zw 

 

 Zimbabwe   Sourc e of informa tion on export 
processing zones, how to join e.t.c.  

 Reserve Bank of 
Zimbabwe  

 www.rbz.co.zw 

 

 Zimbabwe   Information on foreign c urrenc y 
auc tion ra tes, moneta ry polic y 
statement.  

 Zimtrade   www.zimtrade.co.zw 

 

 Zimbabwe   Useful resourc e for trade events and 
missions, trade da tabases, business 
library, workshops and training.  

 Empretec 
Zimbabwe  

 www.empretec.co.zw 

 

 Zimbabwe   Develop and expand SMEs. Tra in SME 
owners (incl. women). Courses 
available on certain dates.  

 Kufunda Learning 
Village  

 www.kufunda.org 

 

 Zimbabwe   Tra ining and educ a tion to 
c ommunities, partic ula rly women in 
self relianc e ac tivities suc h as 
agriculture and permaculture.  

http://www.rudocraft.co.zw
http://www.asafe.org/hot
http://www.findabusiness.co.zw
http://www.epz.co.zw
http://www.rbz.co.zw
http://www.zimtrade.co.zw
http://www.empretec.co.zw
http://www.kufunda.org


 Women in Business 
in Zimbabwe   http://www.avban.org/as

sociations/wibz/index.htm 

 
 Zimbabwe   Lobbying, tra ining and advoc ac y in 

entrepreneurship,   

 American and 
African Business 

Women’s Alliance  
(AABWA)  

 www.aabwa.com 

 
 Africa, USA  Fosters business opportunities and 

ac c ess to markets through networks, 
linkages, mentoring and leadership 
development for women. Encourages 
business pa rtnerships within the 
Afric an c ontinent and with the United 
Sta tes. One has to join the 
organization to benefit. 

 Africa SME Toolkit   
http://africa.smetoolkit.or

g/index.jsp?locale=1 

 

 Africa   Very resourc eful site tha t offers 
software, business forms, tra ining , and 
more to help sma ll businesses in 
emerg ing markets grow and 
suc c eed . Regiona l toolkits for Kenya 
and Madagascar are also available.   

 African Virtual 
Business 

Association ( organ 
of CIPE)  

 http://www.avban.org/ 

 

 Africa   Online Business Direc tory, online 
reg istra tion, free web design for 
businesses, tra ining materia ls and list 
serve for e-mails  

 Aurora Business 
Women's Network  

 www.busygirl.co.uk 

 

 UK   Aurora Women’s Business Network 
offers information resourc es on 
finance and business management  

 Business Link   www.businesslink.gov.uk 

 

 International 

  

Excellent practical advice for 
businesses  

 eBay   www.ebay.com 

 

 International 

  

Online Auction Site. Buy and sell 
products via this site. Requires you to 
have VISA credit cards  

 Entrepreneur   
http://www.entrepreneur.

com 

 

 International 

  

Information, guides on all aspects of 
business including small business  

 International Trade 
Forum   http://www.tradeforum.or

g 

 

 International 

  

Traded goods by country, trade law, 
research on trade and advice for 
women  

 Management 
Software  

 http://www.download-
hub.com/management 

 

 International 

  

Website has software resources for 
overall business management.  

 Small Business 
Toolkit   http://www.toolkit.cch.co

m 

 

 International 

  

Toolkit for small businesses. Includes 
guides on running business and   

 Women in Progress 

  

http://www.womeninprog
ress.org/ 

 

 International 

  

Training, help develop sustainable 
women owned business and 
information on trade, assist women to 
trade in other countries, offer online 
marketing channel  

 

For your feedback and queries please contact Nyasha Tirivayi or 
Margaret Zunguze on margaret@ekowisa.org.zw,

 

info@ekowisa.org.zw.  
Tel: 04-492789    
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